
                            
                            PUNCTUATION & STRESS 
 

� Words not following normal stress rules will always have 
an accent mark indicating which syllable to stress.    

 
  café  (Kah-feh)    avión  (ah-vyohn)    música  (moo-see-kah) 

 
� An accent mark is used to distinguish between two words 

        which are spelled the same but have different meanings. 
 

   él  (he, him)     el  (the)               más  (more)       mas  (but) 
   tú  (you)           tu  (your)              dé  (give)           de  (of, from) 
   mí (me)           mi  (my)               sí  (yes)               si  (if) 
 

� Spanish has an inverted question mark (¿) at the beginning  
     of a question and an inverted exclamation point (¡) at the  

           beginning of an exclamation.   
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                              GENDER  Género 
 

In Spanish, all nouns are classified as being masculine  
or feminine.  Use the following guidelines to determine  
the gender: 
 

� Most nouns ending in –o, -ma or the consonants l, n, r, s,  
and all nouns referring to males are masculine. 

 

� Most nouns ending in –a, -dad, -ción, -sión, -tad, -tud, -ie,  
-umbre, and all nouns referring to females are feminine. 

 

� Some nouns keep the same form for both masculine and  
feminine:  el/la dentista,  el/la estudiante,  el/la joven, etc. 

 

� Some nouns are exceptions and must be memorized. 
Masculine nouns ending in –a:  el mapa, el problema, 

           el clima, el drama, el sofá, el día, etc                                          
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PLURAL 

   
     Use the following guidelines for making nouns plural: 
 

� If the noun ends in a vowel, add an –s: 
el libro  -  los libros 

 

� If the noun ends in a consonant, add –es: 
el hotel  -  los hoteles 

 

� If a noun ends in an –s, the noun stays the same but      
the article changes to its plural form: 

el martes  -  los martes 
 

� If the noun ends in a –z, the –z changes to a –c and  
     –es is added: 

el lápiz  -  los lápices 
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NUMBERS    0 – 9     Números 
 

         0         cero   seh-roh 

         1                        uno                      oo-noh 
         2                        dos                       dohs 
         3         tres           trehs 
         4         cuatro   kwah-troh 
         5         cinco   seen-koh 
         6         seis   says 
         7         siete   syeh-teh 
         8         ocho   oh-choh 
         9         nueve           nweh-veh 
 

      Uno is used only when counting.  Before a masculine  
      noun, it becomes un and before a feminine noun,  
      it becomes una. 
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NUMBERS    10 – 19 
 
      10                diez      dyehs 

      11                once               ohn-seh 
      12                doce               doh-seh 
      13                trece              treh-seh 
      14        catorce     kah-tohr-seh 
      15        quince             keen-seh 
      16        dieciséis     dyehs-ee-says 
      17        diecisiete     dyehs-ee-syeh-teh 
      18        dieciocho     dyehs-ee-oh-choh 
      19        diecinueve      dyehs-ee-nweh-veh 
 
       Numbers 16 to 29 are usually written as one word:  diecisiete. 
      In some countries, they are written as three words:  diez y siete. 
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NUMBERS    20 – 99 
 

   20  veinte            vehn-teh 

   21            veintiuno                      vehn-tee-oo-noh 
   30            treinta                          trehn-tah 
   40  cuarenta    kwah-rehn-tah 

   50  cincuenta    seen-kwehn-tah 
   60  sesenta    seh-sehn-tah 
   70  setenta    she-tehn-tah 
   80          ochenta    oh-chen-tah 
   90          noventa    noh-vehn-tah 
   99          noventa y nueve          noh-vehn-tah-ee- nweh-veh

  
             To count from 21-99, say the number ans add the  
             conjuction y (and).     Example:   treinta y seis (36) 
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NUMBERS    100 – 1,000,000 
 

   100                cien          syehn 

   101                ciento uno*          syehn-toh-oo-noh   
           200                doscientos**        dohs-syehn-tohs 
   500        quinientos         kee-nyehn-tohs 
   700                setecientos          seh-teh-syehn-tohs 
   900                novecientos         noh-veh-syehn-tohs 
   1000              mil          meel                       
           100,000         cien mil         syehn-meel 
   1,000,000      un millón         oon-mee-yohn 
 

     * Ciento (100) is used only in compound numbers like 

        ciento uno, ciento dos (101-102), etc. 

     **Numbers between 200 and 999 agree in gender with  
          the nouns they describe:  doscientas personas (200 people). 
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ORDINAL NUMBERS   Números ordinales  
  

          Spanish has ordinal numbers but after tenth, cardinal  
           numbers are usually used.  They agree in number and  
           gender with the noun. 
 

   first       primero       pree-meh-roh 

   second                 segundo              seh-goon-doh    
           third                      tercero                 tehr-seh-roh 
   fourth              cuarto       kwahr-toh 

   fifth       quinto       keen-toh 
           sixth               sexto       sehks-toh 
   seventh      séptimo               sehp-tee-moh                
           eighth      octavo       ohk-tah-voh 
   ninth      noveno                noh-veh-noh 
   tenth              décimo       deh-see-moh  
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ORDINAL NUMBERS     
  

   Masculine ordinal numbers end in –o and describe el words: 
el cuarto piso   (the fourth floor) 

 

    Exception:  When you use primero or tercero before a 
          masculine singular word, the final –o is dropped. 
   el primer día (the first day)    el tercer piso (the third floor) 

 

    Feminine ordinal numbers end in –a and describe la words: 
               la segunda puerta  (the second door) 

 

    The ordinal number primero (first) is always used to describe 
    the first day of the month, year, etc. 
                  el primero de enero (the first of January) 

              el primer día del año (the first day of the year) 
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                   DAYS OF THE WEEK  Los días de la semana 
 

   Days of the week and months of the year are not capitalized   
    unless they appear at the beginning of a sentence.  Notice 
    the  Spanish calendar (el calendario) begins on Monday. 
             
         Monday             el lunes                 ehl-loo-nehs 

         Tuesday         el martes           ehl-mahr-tehs 

         Wednesday       el miércoles  ehl-myehr-koh-lehs 

         Thursday         el jueves               ehl-hweh-behs 
 Friday         el viernes           ehl-vyehr-nehs 
 Saturday         el sábado           ehl-sah-bah-doh 
         Sunday         el domingo          ehl-doh-meen-goh 
 

    Spanish speakers never use en (on), when expressing a    
    certain day.  Instead, they use the article el or los.   
    For example:    Estudio los martes.   (I study on Tuesdays). 
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MONTHS OF THE YEAR 
Los meses del año 

            
         January                 enero                  eh-neh-roh 

         February     febrero       feh-breh-roh 

 March                    marzo             mahr-soh 

 April                      abril                    ah-breel 
 May              mayo     mah-yoh 
 June              junio     hoo-nee-oh 
         July              julio                    hoo-lee-oh 

         August                   agosto                ah-gohs-toh 

         September            septiembre         sehp-tyehm-breh 

         October                 octubre              ohk-too-breh 

         November              noviembre         noh-vyehm-breh 

         December             diciembre          dee-syehm-breh 
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WEATHER   El tiempo 

¿Qué tiempo hace?  (What’s the weather like?) 
      Weather is generally expressed using the present tense   
      forms of hacer (hace), estar (está), and haber (hay).   
      You can also use progressive tense to discuss an existing   
      condition.* 
 

        It’s sunny.                        Hace sol. 
        It’s cold.          Hace frío.  
        It’s hot.           Hace calor.  
        It’s cool.          Hace fresco. 
        The weather’s nice.        Hace buen tiempo. 
        The weather’s bad.         Hace mal tiempo. 
 

         Hace (hacer) is not used when discussing rain or snow. 
       *Use está (estar) and the progressive form of the verb. 
          Está lloviendo.  (It’s raining.)    Está nevando   (It’s snowing.) 
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WEATHER 

 
        How is the climate?                  ¿Cómo es el clima? 
          It’s clear.                                     Está despejado. 
          It’s cloudy.                                   Está nublado. 
          It’s overcast.                                Está cubierto. 
          It’s raining.                                   Está lloviendo. 
          It’s snowing.                                 Está nevando. 
           
          There is snow.                               Hay nieve. 
          There is rain.                                 Hay lluvia. 
          There are clouds.                         Hay nubes. 
          There is a lot of wind.                   Hay mucho viento. 
          There are showers.                       Hay lloviznas. 
          There is a rainbow.                       Hay un arco iris. 
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       COLORS     Los colores 

 
        Colors                   Los colores           lohs-koh-loh-rehs 
          black                    negro                    neh-groh 
          blue                     azul                        ah-sool 
          brown                  café                       Kah-feh 
          gray                     gris                         grees 
          green                   verde                     vehr-deh 
          orange                anaranjado           ah-nah-rahn-hah-doh 
          purple                  morado                 moh-rah-doh 

          pink                      rosado                   roh-sah-doh 
          red                       rojo                        roh-hoh 
          white                    blanco                   blahn-koh 

          yellow                  amarillo                  ah-mah-ree-yoh 
          silver                     plateado               plah-teah-doh 
          golden                dorado                   doh-rah-doh                                                                                                               
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EVERYDAY NECESSITIES  Necesidades de todos los días 

 
    money            el dinero                      ehl-dee-neh-roh 
     change           el cambio                    ehl-kahm-byoh 
     purse               la bolsa                        lah-bohl-sah 
     wallet              la billetera                    lah-bee-yeh-teh-rah               
     credit card      la tarjeta de crédito    lah-tahr-heh-tah-deh-            

                                                                             kreh-dee-toh         

      book               el libro                         ehl-lee-broh 
      watch             el reloj                         ehl-reh-loh 
      book               el libro                         ehl-lee-broh 

      newpaper       el periódico                ehl-peh-ree-oh-dee-koh 
      magazine       la revista                     lah-reh-vee-stah     
      map               el mapa                      ehl-mah-pah 

      passport          el pasaporte               ehl-pah-sah-pohr-teh        
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EVERYDAY NECESSITIES     Necesidades de todos los días 

 
     pencil                 el lápiz                       ehl-lah-pees 
      pen                     la pluma                   lah-ploo-mah 
      briefcase            el portafolio               ehl-por-tah-foh-lyoh 
      eyeglasses          los lentes                   lohs-lehn-tehs               
      keys                     las llaves                   lahs-yah-vehs 

      umbrella             el paraguas               ehl-pah-rah-gwahs 
      batteries              las pilas                     lahs-pee-lahs 
      tickets                  los boletos                 lohs-boh-leh-tohs 

      backpack           la mochila                 lah-moh-chee-lah 
      car                      el carro                      ehl-kah-rroh     
      cream                 la crema                   lah-kreh-mah 

      computer            la computadora       lah-kom-poo-tah-doh-rah 

      copier                 la copiadora             lah-koh-pyah-doh-rah 
      cell phone          el celular                   ehl-ceh-loo-lahr                               
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             WORDS TO DESCRIBE    Palabras para describir 

 
           viejo             old                        new             nuevo 

           malo            bad                      good            bueno 

           débil            weak                    strong            fuerte   

           lento            slow                      fast                rápido 

           limpio          clean                dirty               sucio 

           abierto        open                closed           cerrado 

           fácil     easy        difficult           difícil 

           frío              cold        hot           caliente 

           barato     cheap                  expensive       caro 
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      WORDS TO DESCRIBE     Palabras para describir 

 
           grande         big                small        pequeño 

           más grande    bigger               smaller       más pequeño 

           viejo                old                 young          joven 

           mayor             older                younger       menor 

           seguro            confident          shy               tímido 

           bello               beautiful           handsome   guapo 

           bonito             pretty                ugly             feo 

           gordo             fat                     thin              delgado 

           alto                 tall                    short             bajo                                                           
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                          WORDS TO DESCRIBE  Palabras para describir 

              
            nervioso         nervious            relaxed         relajado 

    normal           normal             strange          raro 

    amable          kind                  cruel             cruel   

    seguro            sure                  uncertain      inseguro 

     enfermo         sick                   healthy         saludable 

      inteligente    smart                 dumb            tonto 

      perezoso       lazy                  diligent          diligente 

             feliz               happy              sad                triste 

             cortés           polite                rude               rudo             
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WORDS TO DESCRIBE     Palabras para describir 

     

      loco              crazy                    sane                cuerdo                       

           valiente         brave                   cowardly         cobarde 

           rico               rich                        poor                pobre 

           mejor            better                    worse               peor 

           enojado        mad          calm       calmado 

           largo             long                      short                 corto 

           pesado         heavy                    light  (in weight)   ligero 

           oscuro           dark          light (in color)      claro 

           inocente       innocent         guilty       culpable 
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        WORDS TO DESCRIBE      Palabras para describir 
 

        vacío              empty                   full            lleno 

        blando           soft                   hard           duro 

        estrecho         narrow                     wide           ancho 

        el peso           weight                   height         la altura 

        mojado          wet                       dry              seco 

        un poco         a little                       a lot            mucho 

        más           more                        less           menos 

        suficiente       enough                    too much    demasiado 

        ambos     both                  several          varios 
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